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a b s t r a c t

A stepwise synthetic method for a 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracene was developed, and the optical
and electrochemical properties as well as the molecular structure of the 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthra-
cene were elucidated. The 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracene exhibited high complexation ability
against fluoride ion, and the complexation was accompanied by the enhancement of photoluminescence
emission, probably due to intramolecular charge transfer between the two boron atoms.

� 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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Scheme 1. Comparison of two synthetic methods of 9,10-dihydro-9,10-
diboraanthracenes.
p-Conjugated molecules bearing boron atoms as electron- or Le-
wis base acceptors have been investigated extensively as multi-
functional organic materials for organic semi-conductors, photon-
ics, and chemosensors,1 and the accumulation of boron atoms in
conjugated systems is expected to improve these characteristics
effectively.2 A 1,4-diborin has two boron atoms in a cyclohexadiene
ring, and thus the strong electronic interaction between the boron
atoms through the p-orbitals is anticipated. Several dibenzo-fused
1,4-diborin derivatives, 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracenes were
synthesized, and their properties were investigated including
electron acceptability,3 charge transfer complex formation with
electron donors (e.g., TTF),3b,c activation of olefin polymerization
catalyst,4 photo-luminescene,5 and complexation behavior to Lewis
bases6 or transition metals.7 Owing to these attractive features,
9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracenes will be applied to molecular
devices by the incorporation of proper functional groups, like elec-
tron-donating substituents.

One drawback in the development of functionalized 9,10-dihy-
dro-9,10-diboraanthracenes is the lack of a general synthetic
method. As shown in Scheme 1, previous synthetic methods em-
ployed transmetallation of silicon or tin atoms to boron atoms
using BX3, quite a strong Lewis acid.8 Acid-sensitive functional
groups can not be tolerated under such harsh conditions.

In this Letter, we describe a new and simple synthetic method-
ology for a 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracene framework under
ambient conditions where various functional groups can resist
(Scheme 1, bottom). In addition, the molecular structure, optical
properties, electrochemical properties, and complexation abilities
of a 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracene are also reported.
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Synthesis of 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracene 3 is shown in
Scheme 2.9 1-Bromo-2-iodobenzene (1) was converted to the cor-
responding Grignard reagent using i-PrMgCl and treated with
B(OMe)3 to give an intermediate borinic ester. This borinic ester
was reacted with MesMgBr to afford triarylborane 2 in a moderate
yield. In the second step, 2 was treated with t-BuLi, B(OMe)3 and
MesMgBr successively to give 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracene
Scheme 2. Synthesis of 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracene 3. Reagents and
conditions: (a) i-PrMgCl, THF, �78 �C; (b) B(OMe)3, �78 �C to rt; (c) MesMgBr,
reflux, 55% over three steps; (d) t-BuLi, �78 �C, Et2O; (e) B(OMe)3, �78 �C to rt; (f)
MesMgBr, THF, reflux; 47% over three steps.
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3. Compounds 2 and 3 were obtained as colorless and pale yellow
solids, respectively, and both boranes can be handled and stored
under air.

Single crystals of 3 were obtained by slow evaporation of a sat-
urated Et2O solution, and its molecular structure was elucidated by
X-ray crystallographic analysis (Fig. 1).10 The fused benzene rings
did not show large bond alternation (1.39–1.43 Å), and the B–C
bond lengths are in the range of typical B(sp2)-C(aryl) bond lengths
(cf. 1.57–1.59 Å in BPh3).11 These structure parameters are compa-
rable to those of a 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracene bearing
methyl groups on the boron atoms3c,7b and indicate that the contri-
bution of cyclic p-electron delocalization over the central diborin
ring is marginal, and thus the electronic structure of the diborin
ring of 3 can be classified as a non-aromatic rather than a 4p
anti-aromatic. A NICS(1) value calculated on model compound 30

(+3.5) also indicated that the diborin ring of 3 has only weak
anti-aromaticity.12 In contrast, 1,2-diborins were reported to have
substantial anti-aromatic character, and thus the position of the
boron atoms in the six-membered ring systems should affect the
electronic structure substantially.13

UV–vis and fluorescence spectra of 3 were recorded in cyclo-
hexane and THF (Fig. 2). Compound 3 showed a strong absorption
band at 349 nm bearing a small shoulder in both the solvents.14

This strong absorption was attributed to the p–p* excitations of
the 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracene, on the basis of TD–DFT
calculations (kcalcd 339 nm, f 0.1253).15 The calculations also indi-
cated that 3 has several forbidden excitations at lower energy lev-
els (kcalcd 442, 422, 409, 408, 377 nm), which can be described as an
intramolecular charge transfer from the electron-rich mesityl
groups to the electron-accepting 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthra-
cene ring. The observed shoulder-like absorption around 400 nm
is thought to correspond to these forbidden transitions. Small
Figure 1. Thermal ellipsoid plot of 3 (50% probability level). Hydrogen atoms are
omitted. Selected bond lengths (Å) and angles (�): B–C(Ar), 1.560(2), 1.571(2); B–
C(Mes), 1.589(2); C(Ar)–B–C(Ar), 118.33(12); C(Ar)–B–C(Mes), 120.08(12),
121.59(13).

Figure 2. UV–vis and fluorescence spectra of 3. Black line: in cyclohexane. Gray
line: in THF.
red-shift of the absorption tail in THF may reflect the nature of
the intramolecular charge transfer absorption.

In cyclohexane, 3 exhibited a fluorescence emission centered at
413 nm (U 0.02). Small Stokes shift (<10 nm) indicates the molec-
ular rigidity of the optically excited 3. Changing the solvent from
cyclohexane to THF resulted in a red shift of the emission maxi-
mum by 70 nm and a broadening of the band shape (kem 483 nm,
U 0.05). These results suggest that the emissive state of 3 is highly
polarized. As described above, the lowest excited state of 3 is an
intramolecular charge transfer state, which is effectively stabilized
in more polar THF, resulting in the observed solvatochromic shift.
Because the radiative de-activation from this state is symmetri-
cally forbidden (f = 0), the fluorescence quantum yields were small.

The electron acceptability of 3 was investigated by using cyclic
voltammetry. The measurements were performed in THF contain-
ing (n-Bu)4N ClO4 (0.1 M) as a supporting electrite at 298 K with a
scan rate of 0.1 V s�1 (Fig. 3). Compound 3 exhibited two reversible
one-electron reduction waves at E1/2 = �1.82 and �2.78 V (vs
Cp2Fe/Cp2Fe+), indicating the generation of radical anion and dian-
ion, respectively. The shape of the voltammogram did not change
after five cycles, suggesting the durability of the anionic species.
Because the first reduction occurred at a much lower potential
compared with that of Mes3B (E1/2 = �2.79 V), 3 should work as a
good electron acceptor. Meanwhile, the enhanced electron accept-
ability of 3 suggested its high Lewis acidity, and thus we next
investigated the complexation ability of 3 against fluoride ion, a
typical Lewis base against boron Lewis acids.

In THF, 3 (5.2 � 10�5 M) was mixed with a THF solution of (n-
Bu)4NF, and the reaction was monitored with UV–vis and fluores-
cence spectroscopy (Fig. 4a). The addition of fluoride ion (up to
1 equiv vs 3) resulted in the decay of the absorption band around
349 nm and in the development of a new band centered at
280 nm with a set of isosbestic points. The new band was assigned
to an intramolecular charge transfer absorption between the fluo-
roborate moiety and the trivalent boron atom in [3-F]�, judging
from TD to DFT calculation on model compound [30-F]� (kcalcd

378 nm). The increase in the absorption ceased, when just 1 equiv
of fluoride ion was added, revealing that the formation of [3-F]�

was quantitative in this condition which was also shown by the
large complexation constant (K = 2(1) � 108 M�1).16 Further addi-
tion of fluoride ion resulted in the decrease in the absorption of
[3-F]�, but this change did not finish even after the addition of
3 equiv of fluoride ion. Another isosbestic point was observed at
246 nm, suggesting that this spectral change is corresponding to
the conversion of [3-F]� to another species rather than the decom-
position of [3-F]�.17

The complexation could also be monitored with fluorescence
spectroscopy (Fig. 4b). Corresponding to the blue shift of the UV–
vis absorption, the emission maximum also showed hypsochromic
shift from 483 to 400 nm. Although the absorbance at the excita-
tion light (kex 348 nm) decreased steeply (Fig. 4a), apparent fluo-
Figure 3. Cyclic voltammogram of 3.



Figure 4. UV–vis and fluorescence spectral change of 3 ([3] = 5.2 � 10�5 M) upon
addition of (n-Bu)4NF in THF at 298 K. (a) UV–vis spectra. (b) Fluorescence spectra.
The X marks indicate scattered excitation light (348 nm).
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rescence intensity did not change very much. Therefore, the fluo-
rescence quantum yield itself should improve by the formation
of [3-F]�. In fact, the quantum yield was estimated to be 0.15,
when 1 equiv of fluoride ion was added.18 Interestingly, addition
of excess fluoride ion enhanced the emission intensity ( Fig. 4b,
middle), and the fluorescence quantum yield reached 0.24 or
0.37 upon addition of 1.4 equiv or 2.0 equiv of fluoride ion, respec-
tively. Because the formation of [3-F]� was completed by addition
of 1 equiv of fluoride ion, the emission enhancement should not
originate from the progress of the formation of [3-F]�. The origin
of this strange behavior is still unclear.

In conclusion, the stepwise synthetic route to the 9,10-dihydro-
9,10-diboraanthracene was developed. This method can be utilized
for the synthesis of 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraanthracene deriva-
tives bearing acid-sensitive functional groups. The 9,10-dihydro-
9,10-diboraanthracene has a planar structure, and the central dibo-
rin ring is classified as a non-aromatic system on the basis of crystal-
lographic analysis and GIAO calculations. UV–vis and fluorescence
spectroscopy as well as theoretical calculations revealed that unique
photo-physical characteristics of the 9,10-dihydro-9,10-diboraan-
thracene, and electrochemical measurement showed the enhanced
electron-accepting property of this compound. The 9,10-dihydro-
9,10-diboraanthracene formed complexes with fluoride ions, result-
ing in the change of the absorption and fluorescence.
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